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SUGAR HILL HISTORICAL MUSEUM 
 
Year 32 of the Sugar Hill Historical Museum was an event-rich year. The Museum’s 
ancestors and their stories are ours to collect and tell, and yours to come and appreciate. 
 

The Sugar Hill Fire Department celebrated its 60th birthday in summer 2008. Embers 
were still hot from the school fire on July 18, 1948 when Roger Aldrich organized the 
first group of volunteers to man its own Fire Department as Lisbon was much too far 
away. The 2008 Museum exhibit depicted the earliest photographs of equipment and 
volunteers. Fire equipment loaned by Allan Clark, uniforms loaned by Bert Aldrich, and 
of course, the Fire Department’s prized second fire truck, a 1948 Ford, all highlighted the 
exhibit. In the background was a continuously playing DVD interview recorded by Emily 
Cote when she chatted with Harold, Bert and Roger Aldrich who recounted the history of 
the Sugar Hill Fire Department. They told of controlled and uncontrolled burning, the 
growth of the Fire Department, the first building, and the first fire-fighting equipment. 
Their wives described their lives how they managed without cell phones!  
 

The carriage shed housed an exhibit of containers. The variety of historic containers 
included inkwells, suitcases, milk bottles, sewing baskets and boxes, cookery, birdhouses 
and pillboxes.  
 

Museum trustees have regretfully accepted the resignation of Winnie Harwood, past 
Director and Curator, who will now take more time to pursue other interests. Winnie 
served the museum with 100 percent dedication during the past twelve years and we hope 
that with her warm smile and gracious personality she will continue to serve as a 
volunteer. 
 

The Sugar Hill Historical Museum is fortunate to have a talented and enthusiastic team of 
volunteers. Greeting guests and helping them enjoy new exhibits, stocking and staffing 
the gift shop, cataloguing artifacts, writing the newsletters, keeping the three buildings 
clean, and helping visitors in the genealogy library are all just some of the museum’s 
regular  duties. Margaret Harrigan received first prize and Lissa Boissonneault and Elaine 
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During the winter season when the Museum is closed, Harman’s Cheese and Country 
Store of Sugar Hill and the Village Bookstore of Littleton are stocking Sugar Hill 
Treasures. So far we have sold 97 copies! 
 

The gift shop stocks a variety of local crafts, history-related articles and items associated 
with featured displays. Proceeds of the gift shop support Museum activities and 
restoration needs. Treasures was the big seller in 2008.  
 

Steve Sabre of Easton presented two programs for us about the flora and fauna of the area 
of New Hampshire. For those of us who attended, our lives are 100 percent enriched as 
we can now better understand the precarious balance of nature.  
 

The North Shore Dixiecrats entertained ticket holders with a grand jazz concert at the 
Meetinghouse in August. They played through the history of Dixie music with jumping 
jazz as they migrated “Up the Lazy River” (Mississippi) to Chicago and eventually on to 
Harlem. Each piece was a classic and not one person was able to sit without clapping and 
foot tapping during the entire concert! 
 

Because of the high gasoline prices and a very wet June and July, museum visitor 
attendance count was just under last year’s total; however, membership increased by 40  
percent between 2007 and 2008, from 113 in 2007 to 158 in 2008. This increase is 
attributed to a lively membership campaign to compete for a $25 thousand grant offered 
by the Robert and Karen Finlay Foundation of New Hampshire. Though we did not win 
the grant, our membership increase added essential funds for the upkeep of Museum 
buildings and maintenance of the museum collection. Donations from members, 
community friends and visitors increased by $1000 this year.  
 

During the winter, board members met to plan the opening of two new exhibits for 2009. 
The main gallery will highlight fashion in the display named What They Wore: 
Fashions at Our Grand Hotels, 1874 – 1974. The carriage barn display will highlight 
artifacts of Sugar Hill Street, Then and Now.  
 

The Museum season opens on June 6, 2009. Hours are 1 to 4 p.m. every Friday and 
Saturday. No admission is charged, but tax-deductible memberships and donations are 
gratefully received. Members have access to the genealogical and historical records of 
Sugar Hill, the Museum quarterly newsletter, member prices for special events, members-
only events, and preview showings of Museum collections, displays and gift shop items.  
 

Watch for news of the 2009 big fundraising event to raise monies for the roof of the 
1980s carriage barn. Just like your home, we have constant repairs, too! 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kitty H. Bigelow 
Director and Curator 


